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For the Guide! to Christian Perfection, 


A MEDITA’ HABI 


It was one of the philosophical rules of Hishaeters and his disci- | 


ples to review, by close meditation, the events of each day. Cicero, 


though adhering to a different sect of philosophy, adopted the rule, 
merely for its. intellectual advantage. He found that it invigorated 
his. memory ,—a faculty to which ‘the ancicuts attached the highest 
importance. He tells us that he. practised the precept daily.» Phe 
rule is infinitely more applicable to Christians, Summerfield. was in 

the habit of selecting a text every morning, as the themeof his medi-- 
tations during the day,—a point around which his thoughts could re- 

volve at every interval of leisure, and to which he could summon 
away from every casual and especially NOY: hurtful suggestion of the | 


senses or of the tempter. is 
The formation of a meditative habit, —w can ‘doubt its to 


Chnistian, character? How entirely would it transform most profes- | 
sors of religion What stability and eneriy, and divnity, would: it 
‘impart to their conduct!) How muclr more, would they 


comprehend and appreciate their religion! 
‘Let us not be misunderstood. We do not mean: merely a habit of 


sobriety, much less a moping, ruminating reserve; bata habit of 
quent, of daily. meditation on. scripture | self-inspection, 
~and of self-com parison. with the scripture sti andard of moral character. 


We mean such a habit as every ‘literary man finds it necessary to cul- 


—tivate in respect to his ‘intellectual ement,—close | and frequent, 
_ application to his books and his subjects. 


Now is not this one of the means by which Christianity | IS adapted 
to raise up the mass of popular mind? Was Christianity designed to 


exert only an indirect avency. In intellectual elevation of man ; to 
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furnish nutriment for his heart, but not for his mind? This is as far 


tion, the intellectual and the social condition of man. It is the instru- 
ment for the elevation of the total condition of the world. We are 
beginning fo recognize this fact, and to make direct application of re- 
ligious principles to individual social evils, as legalized .intemperance, 


‘slavery, war. Now, who doubts that the improvement of our minds 
js a moral duty of even higher obligation than the care of our health! 


‘understood that the Christian who neglects his mental cultivation, will 


rate 


able, is such a thought at present! | | 

By intellectual improvement we do not mean here the cultivation 
of particular faculties, or the study of particular sciences, but that ven- 
eral enlargement and invigoration of the imtellectual nature which 


# 


that the popular influence of religion should have this effect. Wher- 
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ber b What substance. for. 
thought teems in every text!. These antique records, stood in this 


age'Gonfessed by friends and foes‘to be unparalleled in mere 
tellectual gloriés amoug all the productions of the buman mind. 


logic; how characteristic’ their biography ! | 


mevitative habit? 


ligious truth. What an ample field does the Bible-afford of “all de- 


ment, the trinity, &c. It is a good thing that in the experience o 
all Chiistians these truths are indirectly involyed; but it would be 


as the Christian world has generally allowed its influence to extend, - 
but it isa mistake. Its immediate purpose is the correction of tie 
heart; but it is adapted and designed to raise up, by a direct applica- 


Who doubts that the time will come when this point will be so clearly ~ 


be considered a criminal ; more criminal than if he should deliberately 
ruin his health by declining food? Alas, how novel, though reason- 


should be the object of all mental discipline. Now what we say-ts,. 


ever is eminent vt has this effect. Who has. not been struck by the 
strong good sense, the tranquil energy, the mental integrity and sym- — 
metry which some persons seein to attain at once on receiving the - 
blessing of sanctification? It sets them to thinking, as well as feeling 
and acting. Who does not see in the character of the sacred oracles 
this adaptation of religion ?, How are they adorned with every attrac-. 
tion of intellect ; how unparalleled their poetry ; bow profound their 


If this is the tendency of Chiistianity, how eav each individual bring “4 
it to bear on his own nature anore effectually than by maintaiming a 


Such a habit would in the first’ place promote our knowledve of re- 


flowers and fruits.” Each doctrine is a volden vein, leading 
into the great mind of the whole. Now if-we should-combine 
_ our daily scripture reading, daily meditation upon the’ truths which we 
read, how would it deepen our spiritual knowledve. It is wonderful: 
how ignorant most laymen are of the Christian doctrines. - They haye- 
vacue ideas of the essential ones, but how few of them can vive clear | 
statements of the nature of faith, the witness of the Spirit, the atone- 
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better if,in addition, they could be theoretically understood. God has 
not judged them unworthy of being revealed ; we should not deem Bee 
them unworthy of being studied. ‘The habit: we recommend would fie 
‘make us scriptural Christians. The hallowed sentiments of the scrip- 
tures would be more familiar to our minds, and their beautiful phrase- 
ology more common in our, speech. 


' 


Secondly, It would give greater decision and fixedness to the mind. © 
| By such a course we would test and estimate the grounds of our faith. 
We would be saved from the frequent misgivings which attend a.de- 
»  sultory minded Christian. Settled in our doctrines, we would a 
; more uniform in our conduct, and more unwavering in our experience. | | 
We would act more from principle than impulse. Our whole bearing ie 
as Christians would become more vigorous and determined. And, — a wt 
Third, From this state would result a more regular frame of feel- — 
ing. Is it not the case that Christians more than others are subject 
to vicissitudes of feeling ?. It is not occasioned by their piety, but their | 
weakness. How many caprices of feeling and useless anxieties would ae 
be prevented by enlarged views and fixed principles in religion! ae 
There is. no Christian minister who has not met with cases of pro- 
found wretchedness, occasioned by wrong views of Christian doctrine ; 
, and these views are frequently too inveterate to becorrected. They «= | | 
would have been prevented by a better knowledge of scripture thee 
~ Fourth, Who can estimate the effect on the general church, which ge eed 
such a habit among its individual members would produce? 
might enumerate more fully the advantages of the course we 
recommend, but they are so very obvious as not to need it. Those 
_ which we have barely alluded to, commend it to us strongly. An in- 
dividual or a church characterized by them, must be better qualified NA 
for all the duties of the Christian life, than most Christians are at pres- ae a | oi 
ent. The whole intellectual and moral nature would be strengthened. _ shee 
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PERFECT LOVE... 


4 When flow the living streams of life, | 
From perfect love's exhaustless source, 
dt quenches all’the flames of strife, 
_ And calms the passions in their course, 
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Guide to Christian Perfection. 
| It slakes the ardent, painful thirst, 
And fully satiates desire; 
Inspires the calm confiding trust, 
For all our panting souls require. 


~ Then fear and doubt no more perplex; 
Peace like a copious river flows; 
The inward wars which’ used to vex, 
Are hushed to sweet and calm repose. | 


When perfect love hal all 


Thy passions, by its hallowing power, 


It saves from sin’s perplexing thrall, | 
Which marred the peace of many an hour. 


; Now springs that calm and constant hope, 
\ ee By which the soul securely rides 
: Amidst life’s storms ; it bears us up, 
Though roar the winds and roll the tides. 


It gives to every virtte birth, 
Maturing all the fruits of grace; | 
And brings the life of heaven on earth, 

And speeds us on the Christian race. 


It sheds o'er all life’s scenes a charm; — 
Brings happiness unknown before 
_To worship, wonder, and adore. NG 


WESLEY'S LETTERS. | 


_ My Dear Lapy,—Since I had the pleasure of yours, I have hardly 
had an hour that I could call my own ; otherwise I should not have 
delayed writing so long, as I have a very tender regard for you, and _ 


earnest desire that you should become altogether a Christian. 


_....cannot be content with your being ever so harmless or recularin your. 
ae behavior, or even exemplary in all externals: nay, more than all 


this you have received already, for you have the fear of God. But 
shall you stop here? God forbid. This is only the beginning of ~ 
Wisdom. You are not to end here: fear shall ripen into love. You _ 
shall know, (perhaps very soon) that love of God which passeth | 
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knowledge. You shall witness the kingdom of God within you ; even > 
rizhteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 


It is no small instance of the goodness of God toward you, that you 

are conscious of your want; your want of living faith, And his. 
~~ goodness herein is more remarkable, because almost all your neigh- 4 
bors would set you down for a right good believer. O beware Oe pod 
those flatteries !. Hold fast the conviction that God has given you _ ea 
Faith, living, conquering, loving faith, is undoubtedly the thing youn 
want. And of this you have frequently a taste to encourage youn =|, 
pressing forward, such is the tender mercy of Him that loves you; : 
such his desire that you should receive all his precious promises ! Do BE 
not think they are afar off. Do not imagine you must stay long (years | Pee 
or months) before you receive them. Do not put them off a day, fig 
an hour! Why not now? Why should you not look up this instant — : 
~ and see, as it were, Jesus Christ set forth, evidently set forth, crucifi- PA 
ed before your eyes? O hear his voice! “ Daughter, be of good 
: cheer; thy sins are forgiven thee!” “Say not in thy heart, Who rae E 
, ~ shall go up into heaven, or who shall go down into the deep ?”’ No; _ DEES 
_“ The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in thy heart.”,— = © { 

~ Joy in the Holy Ghost is a precious gift of God, but yet tender- = | 

ness of conscience is still greater ; and this is for you. Justready— = | | 


4 


The speechless awe which dares not move, 
»Andvall the silent heaven of love.” 


Tam no great friend to solitary Christianity ; nevertheless, in so pecu- 
har a case as yours, | think an exception may be admitted. It does | 
~- Seem most expedient for you to retire out of the city, at least for ai (assists 

season, ull God has increased your strength : forthe company of those = 
who know not God, who are: strangers to the religion of the heart, | | 

especially if they are sensible, agreeable people, might quite damp the ==), a 

cannot oblige me more than by” fully’ opening your mind to we 
ome; there is no danger of your tring me. [do not often write | 
Tong letters; but when write to you Tam full of matter, |) 
seem to see you_just-before ine, poor, feeble, helpless creature, but, || 
» Just upon the point of salvation; upright of heart, (ina measure, ) full Ale 
yo of real desires for God, and emerging into light. The Lord take you — / an 
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~ which is so acceptable in the sight of: God, that Satan, who knows how to adapt his 


» uation he whispers in their ear, that it is a very hard thing for them, when the fields 
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For the “Guide to Christian Perfection. 


PECULIAR DANGERS ATTENDING A OF HOLINESS, 


‘tt may, perhaps, be a an n unexpected remait to some, but. it is, nevertheless, true, 
that a state of holiness has its peculiar dangers. On no class of persons has Satan 
fixed his eye with such intense interest and such unmitigated hostility as on those 
who have given their whole hearts to God. There is no cause which he hates so 
much as that of holiness ; and of course nothing will gratify him so much as to lead 
astray and destroy its possessors.. He knows perfectly well. the points on which 
they are least guarded; and it is in those directions that he will assail them. It 
will be the object of the following remarks to point out some of the eet ie which 
have been referred to. | | 

1. Neglect of the ordinances of réligion.—Oine of the dangers ' to which this class of | 
personsis especially exposed, is a disposition to neglect, in an improper and undue 
- degree, the ordinances of religion. Their love is so ardent, their faith so strong, Hee 
their reconciliation with God so entire, that their minds, soaring above all outward 


ceremonies and all visible and material helps.of growth in grace, maintain an almost 
immediate and direct communication with their heavenly Father, It is. hardly too — 


- much to say, that they converse with God face to face, asa man converseth with | 


his brother, It is in this delighttul state of mind that Satan, with that malicious 

~ and hellish ingenuity which is natural to him, suggests to them that the positive 
institutions and methods of worship and of the religious: life, such as the Sabbath, 
public prayer and preaching, baptism, and the Lord’ s Supper, are especially designed, 

for those who are less advanced in religion ; and can in their own case be properly : 

and beneficially dispensed with. This suggestion comes with such an insinuating 

and plausible air, that some entirely devoted persons, not expecting danger in this 
direction, have in some degree yielded to it ; have accounted the Sabbath on the. * "3 
same footing with other days, have neglected the public ministrations of the word, 
and have fallen for a time into other erroneous ‘iat and practices, to the dishonor 
of God, the discredit of religion, and the great injury of their own ‘souls. Lett be 
earnest and sincere Pray Satan may ‘not in ‘this way gun an 


us.” 


ney 


. such as we owe to our families, our friends, and those with whom we are connected 


| in business ; those, ina word, Which flow out of the relations which we sustain as. 
children, parents neighbors, hd citizens. 


pouls ; they weep over the spiritual woes of those. who are perishing around them ;. ar 


Holy: persons: feel ‘deeply the worth ¢ | 


| ~ they desire earnestly the salvation of their. fellow- -men.. It is in- this state of inind, 


_ temptations to the precise state of the. tempted person, approaches i in the garb of. an : ee 


angel of light, in order that he may the more surely lead them astray. He professes f | 


_ deeply to sympathize in their sorrow for the unconverted. With a most base insin-,. . 


are already white to the harvest, to spend their days as shoemakers, carpenters, | 
blacksmiths, and household domestics. takes them with apparent 
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_ kindness by the hand; he points out to them the desolations of Zion ; he tells them | 
to go forth into the by-ways and hedges; to lift up their voice like a trumpet and 
_ spare not. Under the influence of a temptation so peculiarly adapted to the elevated 
fervor of their religious feelings, it is not surprising that some throw down their in- 
struments of labor, neglect the due support of their families, fail to fulfil their con- 
tracts with their fellow men, and thus, while they think they are doing God’s ser- 
vice, pursue a course which obviously violates some of his plainest commands. > 
[t is undoubtedly the general rule of God's administration, that he requires us to 
be holy in the precise situation in which he has,geen fit to place us. If he should 
~ see fit to call us abroad. to uncommon and extraodinary labors in the vineyard, we 
be may well expect that he will make our duty clear by some marked and decisive in- 
‘dications in his providence; such indications as will satisfy others of. our duty as 
well as ourselves. But the general rule is, as might be made abundantly clear from 
| the scriptures, as well as from the reasonableness and nature of the case, that we 
3 must be content to live holily and unblamably just where God has seen fit to place 
us. There is need not only of holy preachers, but of holy farmers, merchants, me- 
chanics, and domestics. Holiness is destined to pervade all the callings and rela- 
tions of life. And some, at least, must be willing to live a holy life in what the 
world may perhaps call a very humble they are as acceptable 
in the sight of God as others. | 
< A censorious spirit —Another danger to which persons professing holiness are 
exposed, is that ofa censorious “spirit. Being deeply taught by the Holy Spirit, 
that holiness i is the object of all others the most dear to the heart of God , they justly 
‘ esteem it the one thing needful —the pearl of great price. “Accordingly, it: grieves : 
: them very much when they find SO few of the professed followers of Christ inthe 
. possession of it; when they find but very few aiming at it as -a\distinct and attain- | 
able object ; and in some cases discover the whole subject. to be treated with a d@ew i! 4) 
} gree of skepticism and. contempt, by those who do not hesitate to speak of them- 
selves as redeemed by the blood of Christ. In this state of" things they certainly . 


have occasion to. mourn. over the condition of their fellow citizens ; b their grief is 
great ; they feel that God is offended, that the blessed Saviour is dishonored, and | 
that the Church is far from being that light of the world which it was desigued to. 
be. They feel that they must Speak, and that they must rebuke the apathy and 
\ unbelief of those of whom better things might-be reasonably ‘expected. But,under ~ 
\. the Influence ofthe temptations of Satan, who perceives the weak point as in 
\a' other respects, they sometimes infuse into their remonstrances and rebukes, a spirit | 
| of severity and bitterness inconsistent. with the great law of love. Thinking them. _ 

Selves to be doing God's service —Ww hen i in fact they are doing the work of Satan, 
be: te they may even go so far as to speak severely and disrespectfully of the ministry, 
| ahr ne On this painful topic. the. reader will find a statement i in the Memoir of Miss H. 8S. 
Bunting; which will illustrate what we mean, After having listened to some 
marks, which were probably of a censorious character, she says,“ feara wrong 
peop spit has crept in among this people. . ‘Ahey speak too lightly of the ministry. 

(wok or of the Guide to Christian Perfection very justly remarks, 
pride and. delusion, which leads to contempt of the authorized. 


ministers of Christ; and here apostacy geneyaty has its origin, This history 
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56 to Christian Perfection. 
4. The doing of some rent thing.—Satan sometimes tempts holy persons to their 
destruction, by suggesting that, as they have been especially favored with gracious 
influences, they are called, and justly expected, to do some great thing, such as 
healing the sick, predicting future events, discerning of spiritual condition in oth- 
ers, or something else ofa remarkable nature.’ He seems to have tempted the Sa- 
viour in this manner, when he proposed to him to cast himself down from the pin- 
nacle of the temple. But although he supported the temptation by quoting a pas- 
sage of scripture, which was well suited to the occasion, he was foiled in his impi- 
ous attempt. Mr. Wesley, in his Journal, (Dec., 1762,) makes mention of a num- 
ber of persons to whom these statements Seuld well apply,and who gave him much 
“trouble. ‘Speaking of one “Of them on a certain occasion, he says, ** George Bell 
_ prayed, in the whole, pretty near an hour. His fervor of spirit I.could not but 
admire. I afterward told him what I did not admire, namely, 1. His screaming, 
aged os now and then, in so strange a manner, that one could scarce tell what he 
said; 2. His thinking he had the miraculous discernment of spirit; and 3. His. 
sharply condemning his opposers.” This individual seems to have been the person 
who predicted that the world would come to an end on the last day of February, 
1763; a prediction which caused much excitement and trouble at the time, but had 
no fulfilment. Madame Guyon, of France, a woman distinguished alike for her 
talents and piety, and whose religious history has attracted considerable attention, 


fell into one of the errors which have been referred to under this head.) ‘She be- — 


lieved that she had the gift of discerning spirits ; and that by the special favor of 
~ God, she could tell the religious state of other persons, even when wey were absent, 
and when she was debarred from any direct intercourse with them.* _ Errors of this 
- kind, it will be readily seen, must have a disastrous effect upon the cause of holi- 
ness. Is not that remarkable passage (Luke x , 17—20) applicalile liete 2°, “And 


the seventy returned again with joy, saying, eat even the devils are subject unto : 


us throuch thy name. And He Said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall 


| from heaven. Behold,!I give unto you power to tread on serpents and» scorpions, 


and over all the power of the enemy ; and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 
Notwithstanding , in this rejovce not, that the are unto you, but rather re- 
joice because your names are written in heaven.” 
Intellectual gifts will not profit. us, even miraculous eifts will not profit; unless 
we have the meek, humble, beitevolént spirit of our Saviour. The approbation of 


God is given to our love, rather than our power. So that the weakest, the most © 
| inconsiderable disciple, if he loves much, shall have hisreward.. It is not necessary 


to do great things, much less is it necessary falsely. to pretend to do great things, in 
order to be a real disciple of Christ. | 


tendency to division and separation has sométimes been in the class of 


persons whom we have in view.—The evil is great, but the tendency i is.a.perfectiy | 
natural one. T he heart of a holy person meets with. but. little response in this re- 
bellious and sinful world. It is continually grieved with what it observes | in the 
great mass of mankind, and very often ‘with what ‘it sees in those who bear the 
~ name of Christ. Depressed and ovérwhelmed with what it witnesses around it, it 
_Tetires into itself; it weeps in solitary places ; and seeks its communion and sup- 


‘port in, intercourse with alone. are same pertons, perhaps, whom God 


Sec Mrs. Child’s Life of Madame Guyon, | 
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Short Teachings the Spirit. 


will hold in some degree excusable i in taking this course. Such may. be the weak- 
ness of their physical system, or such the intenseness of their natural sensibility, — 
“that there seems to be nothing left for them but to turtr aside ‘and to weep. T hey 
do not seem to have strength enough for the contest with the evils which surround 
them, and can only bring their desires and complaints = lay them at the feet of 
their heavenly Father. | 
But with such exceptions, which. sometimes exist, it would to be 
correct doctrine, that all persons ‘professing holiness, are required to do good by ie a 
mingling with the world, by discharging their full share of duty as members of reli- | 
gious societies and churches, and in other public ways, as well as in retirement. ) 
1 They must learn to bear patiently not only with the infirmities, but in some sense 
i - even with the sins of others; and not account it a strange and grievous thing that — | in 
_ they sometimes, and perhaps frequently, meet with opposition, rebuke, and persecu- Ni) 
Pie tion. They must be willing to endure much, and .to endure it patiently and rejoic- 
ingly, in order to save souls. It is asad sign when persons professing godliness 
- give place to trials which must necessarily beset them, and yield to discouraging _ onda 
influences. “ Let us not be weary in well doing ; for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not.” Gal. vi. 9. | : | 
a subject might be pursued to still pastor length. ‘But cingugh has, perhaps, 
been said for the present. The subject is, in some respects, and in some degree, a 
painful one, But the cause of holiness is one of such transcendent importance, that 
‘it is proper and necessary to consider it in all its bearings. Otherwise it may some- 
times be injured by. the instrumentality of its own best friends. The way of holi- 93, 
: 744 is truly a strait-and narrow way ; and happy are they who find it and walk in” , 
Certain it is, if the Church i is to be brought into a right state; if the. power of- 
eet gospel is to be felt as it ought to be felt, in the hearts of impenitent sinners; if 
the name of Christ is to become a great and honored name on the earth, the doctrine i 
of holiness. 1n all its various réspects, —imits principles, its encouragements, and its | 
| dangers must be understood and inculeated, and than it 
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‘SHORT. SERMON—THE ‘TEACHINGS OF THE SPIRIT. 


“Satan himself i 1s, transformed into a an angel of Might, —2 Cor. xi. 


SO, bet his may those of the Holy Spirit of 
light, and how can we distinguish the one from the other? Every 
1s Christian reader will see that it must be to himself of infinite moment, 
that he should be able to make this distinction, that he should khow | 
the work of the Holy Spirit of God by its appropriate tests, or marks, 
sO as never to be misled by Satan. For, be it never for gotten, thigh 
is a world of toraptatton, and influences to evil are abroad ‘all over it, 3 
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and of every sort. Enough there are within us, and enough without 


the devil and his angels. So, under both the Old-and New Testa- 


ment dispensation, there were false prophets, who taught false doc- 


| both have the same Author. Both have the same object. The di- 
Vine Spirit now comes to make more clear and effective on our minds 


~ that your ve 
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58 Guide to Christian Perfection. 
us; some from the external world, and some of a spiritual kind from 


trines, and who seem to have been led by the great deceiver. But 
God then took special pains to hold up this fact in solemn warning, © 


and reveal the tests by which the spirit of darkness might be known. 
“So now the Spirit of truth leaves not himself without witness. ‘Tests 
there are by which his genuine influences may be ascertained. And — 


L answer, Not instinct. This may be a safe law for the lower 


animals, but God never made it any law at all for things or beings of | 


a moral character. Again, not impressions. The bare impression 
on my mind that this comes from the Spirit of God does not prove 


_ that it does. Satan may have told me that very thing. He is a liar 
— ofold. Nor, again, is the pleasurable emotion produced on my mind, 
of course proof that the influence which caused it is from God. When 

Satan becomes an angel of light, and touches some of the more refined 


springs of selfish joy, there may be.a gushing flood of pleasant emo- 
tion. ‘That soul might sing itself away—to perdition. —~ 


~_ But there are substantial tests by which the Spirit’s teachings may __ 
be known. I believe them to be mainly included under the following — 


1. The Spirit's teachings harmonize with God’s word. For 


the very truth revealed in the Bible. ‘The great first principle ought 


to be thoroughly understood by every Christian. Then we shall see 


that the Bible is not only a book of: instruction, but THE great book, | 


comprising all divine revelation—the sum total of all divine truth 


which we are to know of God on this side of heaven. And in this | 
view of the case, we have a great standard by which, to try all spirit-— 
ual influences of every sort. One question only is to be asked. Do — 
they correspond with the book which we have from-God? God's 


Spirit never teaches any thing in opposition to the revealed truth of 


Bible.. 


Satan does. Here is always a broad, an immensely wide 
difference. 


stantly, with great diligence, and much prayer for the Spirit’s aid, so 


ry soul shall drink in its real sentiments, and apprehend — 


_ Its genuine meaning, you need not be deceived by the father of lies. | 
This test admits of being universally and easily applied. Suppose 


that in extreme trial you are perplexed, disappointed, injured by bad 
men or by good men, and some impulse within says, ‘* You do well 


to be angry, now fret ; rebel, cut your enemy and make him smart for: 


it. ‘The cause of truth and justice demands it.’ But who Is this 


And, Christian reader, if you will search the Bible con- - | 
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Short Sermon—The Teachings of the Sparit. 59 ioe 

prompter? Is he from above or from beneath? LTanswer, By his i 

fruits you may know him. Compare his doctrines with the Bible. hh 
When the Spirit of God recalls the nght truth to your remembrance, > 


does it say fret, rebel, retaliate, make your enemy pay dearly for the 
sin of having troubled you? Are these precepts extracted from the = 
‘sacred pages? Are they found there along side of the doctrine 
“Love your enemies Fret not thyself in any wise to 
 Forbearing and: forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel 


> “¥ ‘ 

+ 


avainst any, even as Christ did, so do ye”? _ | — 
tis easy to see that this principle applies in the same manner to). 
the Spirit’s teaching in regard to doctrinal truth. Here, too, the 
Bible is the text. New pretended revelations which depart from the 
Bible are vain as-the wind. If the reader will examine Deut. xii. 
J—5, and 1 John iv. 1—8, he will see this principle developed in _ 
both the Old and the New Testament dispensations. Ifa man taught 
, idolatry in Israel, no matter how many miracles he wrought, and how 
much inspiration he claimed or seemed to have, the people must kill © 
him without mercy, and hearken not:to his lies. ‘The discrepancy of 
his doctrine with God’s known revealed truth, was enough to seal his 
doom. against all possible testimony: in his favor. Sothe Apostle John | 
- taught the Church not to believe every spirit, but to try the spirits, 
/ whether. they were of God, and gave this one great test: Do they | 
confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh?» This cardinal doc- 
~trine of the primitive Church was the great touchstone. Leta man 
claim ever so much inspiration, and prove it ever so plausibly, if his— 
doctrine is not the Bible, his spiritis ant-Christe 
2. The effects of the Spirit's teaching correspond with the fruits — 
of the Spirit as revealed in the Bible-—Most fortunately the Bible 
has told us plainly what the fruits of the Spirit’s work in the soul will. 
always be. ‘They are “love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.” Gal. v..22; Hence all ‘spir- 
_ itual influences may be known by their fruits. What sort of an effect 
do they -have on the mind? — Do they breathe over it the soft gales 
of heaven? Do they wake up the glowings of universal love—love 
even to my enemy? Do they melt my spirit into sweet ‘sympathy me ys 
with the blest Spirit of Jesus? ‘Then have-nothing tofear.” Iknow 


| love his enemy. | The devil never set himself to increase the amount 


_ Of disinterested good will among mankind. He never made war 
against the selfishness of man’s heart. Of course the devil’s imita- 
tions of the Spirit may always be detected by their fruits. Do they. 
cherish ill-will toman, or pride? Do they particularly gratify myself, 

in with the de- — 


ch sophistry, and much distortion of th 
seem to prove from Holy Writ that 1 may rightly make a God 


ae subserving my own selfish ends? Do they chime 
mands of my lusts, and by much 
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Guide to Christian Perfection. — 


of my belly, or an idol of my reputation 3 > Ah, such eating best 


the marks of their subtle, hellish authorship. He knows his. strong 


hold. And you, Christian, ought not to be ignorant of his devices. 


3. The previous state of our own minds may rightly aid us in dis- 


tinguishing the works of the Spirit from all counterfeits. ‘The princi- 
“ple on whieh this sentiment rests is no other than this: ‘Ifa son 


shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him astone ; 
or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give. him a serpent?”?. 


much more shall ycur Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them. 


that ask him?” Now if [ have been waiting humbly on God, bun- | 


gering for the Spirit, coming like a child and trusting in my Father 
for it, need I fear that he will send me a delusion, or suffer the devil 
to ensnare me? Will he give me a serpent? I[trow not. | 

‘But if Ihave been in a selfish state of mind; cherishing a proud. 
complacency 1 in my own knowledge of religion, or in my talents ; or 


if L have been listening to the demands of my sensual. being, and am 


rather inviting some influence to defend me in their indulgence, then 
J] may expect, not the Spirit of God, but the spirit of delusion. Iam 
‘all naked to the shafts of the devil. I have opened the door, and 
thrown away my armor, and the traitor w thin bids the foul ‘spirit 
come on. ‘No wonder now if he comess. \" 1 


For the Guide Christan Pe fection. 
“SACRED MEDIT ATIONS. 


‘Thou art my ‘Shield. 


"Why, O, \Chitttiangan thou dismayed at the sicht-of thy foed, that 
_ come up to war against thy soul? ‘That invisible host is conquered 
by the Captain of thy salvation, and in his strength thou also art con- 
queror. ‘hou thyself art weak and defenceless, but He is thy de- 


fence. O trust in Him, and victory, victory, will be ‘the inward tri- 


umph of thy soul. | Possess thyself of Jesus, and thou art conqueror. 
What though the tempter variously and strongly assault thee, some- 
umes by open and broad attacks, and then again by some secret and 
subtle device, yet do thou always stand firm 5 “still stand, even though — 
_ thy soul be famished, and darkness settle around thee; stand to thy i 
one purpose, of serving God and God only. Consider Jesus in the | 
wilderness, and in the garden. ~O, what an hour was that, when he 


cried, ‘ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken. me!” But he 


ro still said, “ My God, my God.” Thus, O thou follower of Jesus, do 
thou cling to Lord and master, Still hold on, and, all the powers 
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Sacred Meditations. 61 


of darkness cannot shake thee off, cannot separate thy soul from one- 
ness with him. Be resolved to conquer every foe in the strength of 
| ‘+ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” = : 
Isaiah saw in a vision, the Lord seated on a throne, and the flying 
seraphim around the throne, and heard their voices as they cried, 
«Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.” Then said he, “ Wo is_ 
me, | am undone; for I am a man of unclean lips.” Then with an- 
vel speed flew one of the seraphim, bearing a burning coal, and laid. 
jt on his mouth, saying, “ Thine iniquity. is purged.” Now he talks ° 
with God, and is no more afraid. Said Moses, “I beseech thee shew 
me thy glory.” And the Lord said, ‘‘ While my glory passeth by, I 
will hide thee in the cleft of the rock.” Now, by the blood of | 
sprinkling, the way of communion with God is made plain. Now 
~ may the soul, hidden in Jesus, behold the glory of the Lord. ‘I'he © 
sacrifice is offered, and the blood of this sacrifice cleanseth from all 
‘sin. O thou who art bowed down with a load of sin, offer now thy 
soul for cleansing, for purifying. Appiy in faith to God for the full — 
merit of this sacrifice. Come, O come, and sit under the constant 
~ droppings of this blood; it not only cancels guilt, it takes it away. 
Thus, and thus only, by the removing! of thy guilt, is the way open 
to see God; to converse with God, mot as a guilty malefactor con- _ 
~ demned to death, but as one reprieved ; as one made alive from the’ 


- dead.’ And Jet thy soul burst out and flow,forth in a flame of love | 


- that shall ascend, and mix, and mingle with the love of the ransomed 
ones around the throne: yea, with the nature of thy God, for God is 
love. Love is heaven’s own element. Each soul there breathes in 


Precious is thy name, O Jesus! In thy namel come to the Father, 

and am accepted.’ Coming in thy name:and in thy righteousness, I - 

look up, and am no more afraid. The holy, holy Lord of hosts can 

be approached, and his glory discerned, by: the soul that fully casts 

-itselfon Jesus, not to be justified only, but to be washed, to be sanc- 

ted, to be made clean. Glory be to God for this salvation |. Glory 

_and praise, for ever and ever! Amen. ae fe 

lesire to know nothing but Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” | 

This, Christian disciple, is the beginning and the ending of thy les-»- 

Men asta life begun in the soul. Study Christ, for this end and aim, 
mayest be like him. It is thy high, thy blessed, thine exalted 
privilege, to be like Christ. Yes, to be like him, who was hol nae 

and undefiled, and separate from sin. ‘That blood which 

om... ro shall purge thy conscience from dead works to serve the 'liv- 

Ing God; with a cheerful, a ready obedience. ‘To do- 


(J 


son ; to know Christ; to study Christ ; whom to know aright is ever-... fi. |} 
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62 Guide to Christian Perfection, 
thy Father’s will may be thy delight, even as it was his, But | it 
8 to this, thou must know Jesus crucified, and conform to him, by 
a crucifixion of thy sinful, carnal nature. Self must be laid aside ; 
self must be crucified ; and “earth to earth” must be the motto for 
thy carnal nature. The heart, the soul, the mind, the strength, must - 
say, “Lo, I come to do thy will, ” O my Father. Here, Christian, 
is the lesson, to Know Jesus, and Jesus crucified, To feel thyself 

4 | buried in the likeness of his death: this is the baptism unto death, 

the death of sin; this is the new life, the life in Christ.. Hence the 
command, “ Reckon thyself ty indeed unto sin, and alive unto God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.’ I charge thee, O my soul, thus to 

reckon, and reckon on and reckon on, until thou shalt be where tempt- 
ation to sin can never reach thee. Thus reckon , by the moment, by 

a momentary faith, by a faith always in exercise, and it will bie ac- 
cording to thy faith. Thy new life, thy spiritual life, is all in Christ, 
and all of faith ; and thou must know Jesus crucified, before thou 
canst know Jesus risen, by a participation of the new life | in him. Be- 

it thy raped O my soul, to know nothing but J esus Christ and him 
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For the Guide to » Christian Perfection. 


RELIGIOUS MAXIMS, HAVING A CONNECTION WITH PRAG- 
TICE OF HOLINESS, 


Think much and pray much; but let your words be few, and uttered with 2 holy 
" courteousness, as in God's presence. And yet regard may be had to times and sea- 
sons. We may innocently act the child with children, which | the »presence of 
- grown persons: would have the appearance of thoughtlessness and levity. And may. 

-: pall at times. express our gratitude to God and our holy } joys, with an incre pased 
| degree of freedom and vivacity, especially in the company of those who bear Ahe — 
= same ‘image, and who know what it is to rejoice in the Holy Ghost. : 


/ 4 
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Be silent when blamed and reptonched un justly, and under such circtimstances 


own reflections, to discover his error and wrong speedily. In ‘the name ‘of your. 


Ress and He; in shane: name you thus suffer, will reward you: with inward conso- 

| lation, while He sends the > sharp arrow of conviction into the heart of your: adver- 
sary. 

In whatever. you are called upon to do, endeavor to maintain a cole; collected, 


that the reproachful and injurious person will be likely, under the influence of his 


Redeemer; reply not; but receive: the i injurious treatment with humility and calm, 
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Religious Maxims. 


| 


‘and prayerful state of mind. Self: recollection is of great importance. (Ht is good | 


for a man to wait quietly for the salvation of. the Lord.” He who is in what may 


be called a spiritual hurry, or rather who runs without having evidence of being — 


\ 


spiritually sent, makes haste to no purpose. ¥ 

| IV. 

Seek holiness rather than consolation. Not that condolation is to Ibe despised, or 
thought lightly of; but solid and permanent consolation is the result rather than 
the forerunner of holiness; therefore he who seeks consolation as a distinct and in- 
dependent object, will miss it. Seek and. possess holiness, and consolation (not 
perhaps olten in the form of exstatic and rapturous joys, but rather of solid and de- 
lightful peace,) will follow, as assuredly as warmth follows the dispensation of the 
rays of the sun. He who is holy, must be happy. — 

Be net disheartened because the eye of the world is constantly and earnestly fixed 
upon yeu, to detect your errors and to rejoice in your halting. But rather regard 
this state of things, trying as it may be, as one of the safeguards which a kind Father 


has placed around you, to keep alive in your own bosoms an antagonist spirit of 


watchfulness, and to prevent those very mistakes and transgressions which your 
enemies enger’y anticipate. 


View 


\ 


not. think it strange, troubles and persecutions come ‘upon you. Rather 


Prceive them quietly and hyenetally; as coming from a Father’s hand. Yea, , happy 

are ye if; in the exercise of faith, you can look above the earthly instrumentality, 
above the selfishness, and malice of men, to Him who has permitted them for FON. 
‘Thus persecuted they the Saviour and the prophets. 


Vit... 
“ Be: ye angry and sin’ Hot.” "The life of our Saviour, as well as ; the precepts of 


the apostles, clearly teaches 1 Us. that there may be occasions on which we may have 
feelings | of displeasure, and even of anger, without sin. Sin does not, necessarily | 
attach to anger, considered in‘ its hature, but in its. degree. Nevertheless, ‘anger. 


seldom exists in fact, without becoming in its measurement inordinate and exces- ms 
Hence it is important to Ww atch against it, lest we be led into trahsoression. | 


‘Make it a rule, therefore, never to cive any outward. expression to angry feelings. — 


_ (a course which will operate as a powerful check upon their excessive Achon,) until | 


insignificance weakness. The kingdom of God is within you.’ 


you have made them the subjectiof reflection and prayens; ‘And thus you ‘may hope 
to be rept. 


\ 


N 


Tine eace 
p > of tind does not de ‘pend, as some seem to suppose, on the external 


incidents of riches and poverty, of health and sick 


or in.the desert ; ; upon’the possession of temporal power, or a condition of temyoral © 


be right, let it be fully united with the w Aether 1 

e will of God, and we shall be entirely con-_ 
tented with-those circumstances | in which Preivtdaiics has seen fit to place us, how- 
ever unpropitiousthey may. be i In a worldly point of view. He who gains the vice 
tory over gains tke Victory over all his enemies, 


ness, of friendship and enmities, 
t has no ne Nee Bh 
cessary depende nee ‘upon society or seclunion' 3 Upon, dwelling i in cities | 
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obedience. 


ing no will but His. 


Guide to Christian Perfection, 


TX. 

Some persons think of obedience as if it were nothing else, and could be nothing 
else, than servitude. And it must be admitted, that constrained obedience is so. 
He who obeys by compulsion and not freely, wears a chain upon his spirit which 
continually frets and torments, while it confines him. But this is not Christian 
To obey with the whole heart, in other words to obey as Christ would 
have us, is essentially the same as to be perfectly resigned to the will of God; hav- 
And he must have strange notions of the interiot and purified 
life, who supposes that the obedience which revolves constantly and joyfully within. 
the limits of the Divine Will, partakes of the nature of servitude. On the contrary, 
true obedience, that which has its seat in the affections, and which flows out like 


the gushing of water, may be said, in a very important sense, to possess not only 
= ure, but the very essence of freedom, 


A sanctified state of heart does not require to be sustained by any mere forms of 


bodily excitation. It gets above the dominion, at least in a very considerable de- 


ns and holy meditation. 


language; but when it is properly. understood, it conveys important truth. | 
we sink in ourselves, we rise in God. When we have no strength in ‘ourselves, 
we have divine power in Him who can subdue all his adversaries.. 
my rock, and.my fortress,and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will 
trust ; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.”’ | 


A strength of the Almighty. 


gree, of the-nervesand the senses. It seeksan atmosphere of calmness, of thoug ht, 


XI. 

Our spiritual strength will be nearly in proportion to the absence of self-depend- 
ence and self-confidence. When we are weak in ourselves, we shall not fail, if we 
apply to the right source for help, to be found strong in the Lord. Madame Grvon, 
speaking of certain temptations to which she had been exposed, says, “ I then eer 
prehended what power a soul has, which is entirely annihilated.” This is stroug 


W he:. 


Met 


XII. \ 


“dn as the heart becomes sanctified, there is a diminished | to 


eintdasidaid and fanaticism. And this” is undoubtedly. one of the leading tests of 
sanctification. One of the marks of an enthusiastic and fanatical state of mind, Is 


a fiery and unrestrained impetuosity of feeling ; a rushing on, sometimes very 
_, blindly, as if the world were in danger, or as if the great Creator were not at the 


helm. It is not only feeling without a due devree of judgment, but, what is ‘the 
corrupting and fatal trait, it is feeling without a due degree of confidence in God. 
True holiness reflects the image of God in this respect as well as in others, that it 
is calm, thoughtful, deliberate, immutable. And how ean it be otherwise, since, 
rejecting Its own wisdom and it. incorporates i into itself the wisdom and 
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"The hidden life, which God imparts to his accepted people, ‘may Menuet in whi | 
tudes: and deserts ; far from. the societies of men. and | the din and disturbance of 


cities. From the cave of the hermit, from the cell of the solitary recluse, the fer- 


vent prayer has often arisen pee has been acceptable in the sight of God. But 


“The Lord is 
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The Perfect Christian. 
ae weotd be a strange and fatal misconcepticn, that religion, even in its most pure 
and triumphant exaltations, can flourish no where else. The home of holiness isin 

the heart, irrespective of outward situations and alliances; and therefore we may — 
expect to find it, if there are’ hearts adapted to its reception and growth, in the 
haunts of business as well as in the silence of retirement; in the palaces of Rome 
as well as in the deserts of the Thebais. At isa fatal mistake to suppose that we 
cannot be holy except on the condition ofa sitnation and circumstances in life such 
as shall suit ourselves. .It is one of the first principles of holiness to leave our times. 
_and our places, our going out and our coming in, our wasted and our goodly herit- 
age, entirely with the Lord. Here,O Lord, hart thou placed us, and we will glorify | 


| | thee here.. 


on 


XIV, | 

In the agitations of the present life, beset and perplexed as we are with eoubied, 
how natural it is to seek earnestly some place of rest. And hence it is that we so 
often reveal our cares and perplexities to our fellow men,and seek comfort and sup- 
port from that source. But the sanctified soul, having saperianend the uncertain- 
ties of all human aids, turns instinctively to the oreat God. And hiding itself in the 
presence and protection of the divine existence, it reposes there, as inastrong tower 
which ng enemies can conguer, and as an everlasting rock which no floods can 
wash away. It knows the instructive import of that sublime exclamation of the - 
dN Psalmist, (Ps. [xil. 5.) My. soul, wait thou ONLY upon Gods my. is 


XV. 
Speak not ofien of your own actions, nor even (when it can 1 be properly avoided) 
make allusion to yourself, as an: agent in transactions which are calculated toattract. 


. of our actions is necessarily a proof, although 3 it may furnish a presumption, of inor- * ’ 
dinate self- love or vanity; but it cannot be-denied that by sucha course, we expose 
ourselves to temptations and dange rs in that direction. It is much ba and is 

certainly. much more profitable, Lo speak of what has. been done for us.and 

In us+to speak, for instance, of ourselves as the recipients of the goodness of Gody 
than to speak of what we have ourselves done. But even here, also, altho sh it 
may often be an imperative duty, there is need of deliberation and caution. 


“For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


“THE PE HRISTIAN, 


pot 


4 «Mark the perfect » man, and behold for the end. 
that: man is peace.” This } is the language of the Psalmist. It assert? 


_ the existence of a perfect man in this ‘world. Mark him! Bya per 
fect man, we understand a perfect Christian. By a perfect Chiistian, 


is meant one 
from all sin, and whose heart is the love 


notice. We do not suppose, as some may be inclined to do, ‘that’ frequent speaking 
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«the evils and infirmities of life. These ina greater or lessdecree will 
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Guide to Christian Perfection. 
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of God. Hence our Saviour says, Matth. v.48, “ Be ye therefore — 
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” And 
also in James i. 16, Be ye holy, for Iam holy.” God is perfect ; 
a pattern of perfection to all his people. ‘There can be no sin in his 
infinite nature—nothing but purity, goodness, and Jove. So we are 
commanded to be free from sin, and to be filled with the Divine Spir- 
- it; and to show the truth of this the apostle says, Rom. viii. 2, “ And 
the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, hath made me free from 
the law of sin and death.” 


ing more than to be saved from all sin, and to love God with all the 
heart, soul, might and strength, and our neighbors as_ ourselves. 
Therefore to be a perfect Christian, does not mean that in every sense 
we must be as perfect as God, as angels, or as Adam was before the fall. 
God is perfect in a sense in which no other being can be. Angels 
have a perfection peculiar to themselves. ‘They are perfect angels. 
Adam had a perfection peculiar to his state as a sinless being. When 
he fell he not only became polluted by sin, but he Jost his bodily im- 
mortality, and all the powers of his soul became greatly debilitated. 

, From this state of debilitation he cannot be restored in this world. 
Therefore, when we speak of a perfect Christian, we do not mean one — 
that is as perfect as God, as angels, or as Adam was in his state of _ 
‘imnocency, but. we simply mean one who is free from all sin—as free’ 

_ as God, angels, or Adam before his apostacy—and one whose heart 
a perfect Christian is free from all 


‘ 


_. Neither are we to suppose that 


follow him through, this “vale of. tears} He will always possess a 
body subject to disease and pain, and which must sooner or later go . 

the grave. He will always be liable to err in judgment, and this 
may lead to unintentional errors in practice. But these errors and — 
infirmities are not sins. ‘They are inseparable with man’s fallen state; 
and unless they spring from disobedience to the will.of God, may be 
considered innocent, and for which he is not held responsible. - There- 

fut fore, since we claim not Adamic perfection for man in his present — 


‘state, he may be subject to many of the evils and- infirmities of life =| 


To be a perfect Christian, then, is noth- 


_ which are the necessary results of the fall, and from which God never \ 


Christian ; that is,saved from all sin and filled with the Divine Spirit. 
_ He who expects Adamic or angelic perfection, in every respect, from 


‘man in his present state, has widely mistaken the subject, and stands. 
in great need of being instructed from the scriptures of truth. | Andy? ce 


he stands equally in need of being thus instructed, who supposes that © 
because man cannot be saved from all the infirmities of his nature in | 
this world, he must necessarily live in sin, and perpetually transgress _ 
the law of God. Sucha sentiment is most preposterous ; and it is 


designed to restore man fully in this world, and still bea perfect’ 
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Religious Experience, 
unaccountably strange that it should ever be advanced and defended 
by professing Christians. This, however, may be accounted for, when 
we consider how strangely warped and blinded men will become by 
prejudice, or by strong attachment to long cherished opinions. But 
this chain of deception and absurdity is broken. — ae. 

Truth is rapidly spreading, and must ultimately triumph. Not 

only does one of the largest Christian denominations in the land sub- 

scribe to the doctrine that the “ blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from 

all sin,” but some of the mightiest intellects of the nation, connected 
with other branches of the Christian church, are nobly employed in 


‘ its advocacy and defence. Blessed be God, the day cannot be far dis- 

tant when there shall be hundreds and thousands of perfect Christians 
| raised up where there is one now, to testify to the great things God 


has done for their souls, who shall be epistles read and known of all 

men! Lord hasten the day when scriptural holiness shall be enstamp- 

ed on the hearts, and its principles developed in the lives, of all men. 
Mastford, Conn, Aig. 25.\ 00° 


| . \ 
For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
“RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE, 
\ > Dear Breturry,—Iam yielding to am impression that has followed me ever 


since [read the first number of the Guide—to tell what God has done for my soul: 


But the suggestion thatit would too great a tax upon your time and patience, 
and would failof obtaining a place in the Guide, has prevented my undertaking it 
until the present time. Any disposition your judgment may lead you to meke of 
communication, wiil be satisfactory to my mind, 


| In March, 1805, at the age of 12 years, I souglit the Lord and found peace in he- = 
; lieving, and joined the church under the ministry of Rev. Samuel Draper. With 


~ me it was believing and doubting for along time. I dared not say I knew my sins 


were forgiven. One day, on reflection, I saw that after prayer my mind was clearer, 
and I was half inclined to say that my soul Was converted 10. God. But soon I’ 
me reasoned my evidence all away, and felt as before. This was the way 1 went hen “ 
ates ATE PLOY about eight years, when the Spirit came to my rescue, and convinced me that — 
_ _. the good feelings I obtained in secret prayer, if kept by watchfulness until another 


ia a _ Season of prayer, then the blessing would not be the bringing up of arrearages, but 
_ the adding of grace to grace, until it would be like ariver. I resolved on the spot 


Set) body were every momentengaged. What I gained I kept, and that was an addi- 
tion; till one morning while at prayer for an undouhted evidence that I was a child 


that this should be my future course, 1 now began in good earnest. The more I 
watched and prayed, the greater was my peace and fervor, until my whole soul and 
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68 Gurde to Christian Perfection. 


an audible voice, I would sooner think myself asleep, and all this a dream, than 
doubt that my heart is right with God—just right. Blessed be God, how sweet to 


was little said or done on this subject, and of course my ‘Showledas of it was very 


| blessing than many times previous, or as I sometimes thought afterwards, not know-. 
ing what I did. But as I made effort, and set myself apart for the,work, I soon. felt. 


lic and rivate, and invited others to join.me and draw near to God. One morning | 
it appeared to me that I should seek it as I told others to seek justification—to make 
no half-hearted effort. The Spirit enforced these things with power upon my heart. : 
But as | had formerly acted on such weak resolutions, and broken so many prom- 


it; my g grace 1s sufficient for you; there is nothing to hinder your. living « as faithful 


~ felt the force of this reasoning, and saw that. ‘ through Christ strengthening me i 


of God, I was so blessed and lost in wonder, love, and praise, that I could proceed 
“no. farther in’ prayer, but praised God with all my heart. I cried Glory at every 
breath. My soul was full of glory and of God. Every doubt, yea, shadow of a_ 
doubt, was removed. It appeared to me that I never knew any thing so certain, 
whether visible or invisible, as I did that [ was a Christian. I arose, and said with 


reflect on the grace that swept away every thing clean on this occasion! Christ 


was my companion, and I could sing, | 
| Wd find him in singing, [ find him in prayer, | | a | 
In blest meditation, he always is there.” , | ) 


For some time efter this, I felt that Christ loved me; had great nearness to God; 
no want of confidence in him; had not pleasure i in earth as before ; my all was laid 
up above. I desired little conversation with any; and if courtesy or business: led 
me to converse, very soon I was glad to withdraw and hold conversation with God. 
It seemed that my heart was alive to the most pleasant | and happy feelings. All 
this time it never entered my heart that this was perfect love, as at this time there 


deficient. But alas! I soon lost this rapturous height, thought I never afterwards 
doubted that God had forgiven my sins.~ 7 
After this, I lived as most professors do, repenting and sinning, up and down i ern 
my feelings, for twenty-one years. Bang better informed on the subject of holi- 
ness, I sometimes felt called of God to seek it. Once | made quite an effort, and ° 
appointed special Prayer. meetings; but being opposed I gave them up, and contia- 
ued on in the usual course until May, 1834, when I covenanted with our preacher, 
H.R. Colinan, to pray. for holiness ; not feeling more conviction for tle 
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and did more, ‘To commit myself, [ spake of my intentions and resolutions in ‘pub- 


ises, | had little confidence in myself. In_ this condition I wept, but felt afraid to 
form a resolution to end with time, or give the subject up altogether. “My distressed 
soul cried out, Lord, what shall [ do? ‘Af I say‘for lite, I shall do as, before ; if I~ 


ave it_up, and live as formerly, \ ‘\ 


“Tt is worse than death God to love, 
And not my God alone,” 


I 


It appeared to me re that the Spirit replied, Vow unto the Lite, you need not oéall 


as Elijah or the apostles, What advantage had they that you have not : ? Do as you A 
will, give it up or vow, perfect love i is not obtained but by doing all on_your part. 1 


could do all things.” With streaming eyes and a broken heart, I knelt down as 
before the Lord, saying, O Lord God, for Christ’s sake help me to make this prom- 
ise and keep it forever. | depend on thee. A any ane fail without thee. And 
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Religious Experience. 


| 


1 added, I now reckon myself dead to the wel and promise to seek ho'i iness anti - 
. death, or find it before. I will live as the holy do; I will walk with God hereafter 
at all timés. J went into my house and wrote it down, and if I had then believed, 
[should have found the prize. Heretofore I had felt the want of conviction, but 
not afterwards. Conviction rose Basis and higher, and I felt my wretched condi- 
tion without this “ pearl of great price.” Blessed be God, about this time I obtained 
the Christian Manual, the very book I needed, as it suited my inquiring condition. 
I soon resolved to follow ail its directions, and as I saw it agreed with the wants of 
my soul, f would not allow myself to read but little at a time, then struggle to doas 
directed, At first I prayed to be willing to be sanctified, and now was willing, and 
) - realized the gain. I then began to look, expect, and believe for the blessing, and 
thought I gave up all. 

About this time a camp meeting was to be held 1 in Charlotte, Vt., and | resolved 
on losing no time nor relax in my efforts because I was going. I prayed to God, 
and expected to receive before I arrived at the spot. I often said, Here I am, Lord, 
unoccupied, and will remain so, unless thou wilt occupy me. Speak, Lord, for thy 
servant heareth. [ will do any duty% and every duty, at any and every place. I. 
» yield all a to thee. { well recollect telling the: Lord that if I knew my heart was. 
not all given up, I would not rest; he should have the whole ; and when I thought 
I'shall destroy myself at this rate, (for the struggle was hard.) the reply was, I will 
) sink into the grave or into God; for I did not wish any longer to carry about an un-* 

: - ganetified heart. On the road to the camp meeting, when we descended a hill, iy 
(prayer was, So let me descend to the feet of Christ ; and when ascending, | po ley me 
to the height of PERFECT LOVE. 
* When near the camp ground | prayed, Let my soul be blest before I see it; and 
when I saw it, O let it fall upon me ‘before I arrive there ; _and on our arrival, Now 
satisfy my soul before we’ pitch our tent; and as soon as it was erected, I fell down. 
on my knees, and. soon. this: text. came to, me, “ Go unto the people and sanctify 
‘them to-day and to- -morrow, and be. ready the third ‘day, for the Lord will come 
down in the sight of all the people,” &e. Isoon felt that all was on the altar, my-— 
self not. exce pted. The second day of the meeting, while urging my request to God, 
was suggested my. mind whether would not be willing to wait a day, or. two 
if it would be better for me to all eternity My heart said but, give me an 
dence that: have done all. | 
~ -The 5th of June, that never to be fargotién day, I went out to hear Mr. Bates 
preach from,these w ords : : “The very God of peace sanctify you wholly,” &e. For 
want of room I'can only. say, that never was a sermon so blest to my. ears and heart 
as this was. I went to the tent and . reflected whether: it would be better for me to. 
“wait or not, but felt. I could not wait longer. My pen can. never describe the deep» 
ancuish of my heart. The unutterable, vehement desires. of my ‘soul were Taised to . 
the highest pitch, I fell upon. my knees. crying, O Lord, telieve my heart: of this, 

burden. A sudden, sensible feeling shocked. the and blessed the soul with a. 
at calm, soothing, pleasant, heavenly | sensation, My prayers were all answered, ind: 

_.. my soul satisfied to’that extent that [ had no desire to continue praying, and stan 

as. soon as [| conveniently could ; then clapping my_ hands, and moderately repeat- 


ing, Glory, glory, glory, i Ina ines tone of voice, [ soon sunk down into a profound 
silence, and there was a great calm,”’ 


humility: and what ne 


O what weakness, ‘sincerity, honesty, and 
arness | to God—what power to believe and lean UpeR him, 1. 
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: then Loi The trumpet blew, and [ srosorand went to preaching, hoping i it was* 


desired to know or see, I soon felt a happy thrill that would make me 


yond ail my expectations ; but to God be all the glory. 
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down, awd-felt best in closing my eyes, for I was lost in God— 


start as though one had pricked me with a needle, which was repeated again and | 
again, until I thought What shall Ido? I concluded I would bless the Lord for 
what I had received; I did so,and soon felt as happy as I could be in the body. 
The meeting closed, and I felt in haste to tell some one that I was blest. The first. 


_ person I met was our preacher, then my wife, who desired to know if I had obtained 


the blessing. [ replied, My soul is happy. She repeated the same question, and [ 


the same answer, not. oat to say I had or had not obtained it. I was full of 


glory. “Phe long contracted habit of doubting, which cost me this hard struggle, ) 


ow came to an end, I now was a fool for Christ's sake ; my knowledge ceased ; 
N taw my ignorance, and desired instruction. I felt my weakness, and concluded 
had nearly lived in vain, and now must walk in a way I knew not. This was con- 
trary to my expectation ; for I had said, Sanctify me, and 1 shall be strong, see 
clearly, and measurably know as Iam known. The meeting drew to a close; and ~ 
now to think of returning home where there were none to tell me by experience’ 


how to live and retain this blessing, was painful to me. I wept bitterly, but resolved — 


to live up to conviction and do as gat as | knew how. 


As you read the above, offer one: prayer to God that I may endure to the end, sal 
you shall be remembered by your unworthy brother, that He would protect your 


Life, and finally give editors, readers, and the subscriber, a seat in heaven among the | 
Stow. 


Weybridge, Vt. August 18, 1840, 


/ 


One interesting feature of the at and 
Oxford was the special attention paid to the subject of Christian Per- 
fection. 
gregation. We had sermons and addresses on the subject, and ardent 

- pantings after holiness. At each place there was one public. mecting 


occasions. . The Lord was,with us in very deed. The greater part 


of the brethren renewed their covenant with God, dedicating. soul and. 
ve spirit and body to his entire service and. control, } in expectation that 
he would sanctify them wholly, and preserve them blameless unto 


coming of the Lord. Jesus. Christ. 


More than. one hundred, at the two rheetings) the 
May they w atch | 


unto prayer, and so Jet their light shine that the world will not re- 


ing of perfect love. The Lord’s name be praised. 


proach us, saying, Who has this love: 


/ 


I did SO, and prospered be- : 


It was a favorite theme in the tents and in the public con-. 


devoted especially to that cause. They were exceedingly, interesting 
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Ivtropvction.—Know thyself and thy advantages, believ 
Accepted, born, sons, heirs, 


‘The second Adam, to whom you are united by faith and love. On 


masterpiece of Divine wisdom, power, love, mercy, » 
VV OTS us,” 


Christ: Who sees it? 


e 


Y. Christ-is our Magazine.—All fulness. Wisdoi 


physician. 


| | | 
Outlines of a Sermon. “i 


Among the partakers of this glorious grace, were not only members : 
of the Methodist, but of the Congregational and Baptist -Churches.~ 


Being thus blessed how they loved each other. Selfishness was 


dead ; names a mere convenience; love moved them, and to that 
every thing else-did yield. O, what a tie! what a bond of union 1s 


- We will add to the praise of divine grace that we have it in our 


own soul; we have been profited by. the meetings. We have renewed 
our dedication to the Lord; we have gained new accessions at the 


throne of grace; our peace is as a river ;—“ All is well. 


This we would speak from the depths of humility, giving God all 


the glory. 


OUTLINES OF A SERMON,—BY MR. FLETCHER. 


The following may be studied with advantage and delight. It opens a wide field - 


~ & But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, rioht- 


eousness, sanctification, and redemption,’ 1 Cor. 1, 30. ee 


r! 
Ye are of him.’ 


/ 


IL. “In Christ Jesus.” 


his part, by water, blood, and the Spirit. Ife made himself man. 
Kertection.—How noble the Christian! How should he despise 
earth and sin! Believe in Christ, walk in Chri 


Christ is the 
justice. 


rtf 
\ 


Enemies, foolish, euilty, pollu 


_ righteousness. He did and suffered all forus. 


-Priest.—Sanctification. Holy in. himself. Making 


Redemption.—He redeemed himself and US. 
dead. As King and Saviour he redeemed y 


s from sin 


| 


Christ, and you will be 


ted, wretched as long as We are out’ 


us so by faith _. 


, in rising from the — 
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clean ones, receive him as sanctification, 


those who have this error, as to. warn others. 


Guide to Christian Perfection. 


Christ not ‘only offered, designed, but 
with the bargain. 
Benighted, wandering ones, foolish slaves of sin, receive 
Christ as wis sdom. Guilty ones, receive him as righteousness. Un- 


_ him as redemption. 

Observe the drdercodusGlication | is before sanctification. 
with four links, one draws the other. 
draw, buy out. 


A chain 


Believers, what a treasure 


DISCONTINUANCE 


It is a painful duty for us to make remarks reflecting upon the 
Christian character of any of our readers; but circumstances re- 

uire it. 

We published on the cover of the Guide for the last three months 
of Vol. 1., that all who wished to discontinue should. informs before 
the commencement of Vol. 2. ‘To signily such intention, is a¢cording 
to both the custom and, law of the Jand.” But, notwithstanding this. 
notice, and the facilities. for discontinuing, for it can be done through 
any Avent or Post Master, we are requested to discontinue the G UEC c 


to some of our subscribers, even now, alter. two numbers of Vol. 2s 


have been sent them. In view of all the facts, is this rea asonable ? 
Is it just? Is it keeping the civil or the moral law? Is it doing as 
they would that others should do unto them? We think not. “And 


we grant such requests only for peace sake, for we miglit lawfully : 


continue to send the Guide and collect our pay for another year 
We have not made the above remarks so much to expose tl 


Let all our readers, who-are not well informed on this sul) ect, Fe 


~flect my duty to the civil law? How shall. the 


/ Golden Rule? Have I a right to waste the property of another by 


_ leaving it.in the Post Office, to be sold for postage, or thrown among — 


_ the rubbish, or even sent back to the publisher defaced ? 


We think a few considerations of this kind will remedy the ‘evil 
our subscribers, for we charitably hope that what.we™ complain 
is an error of the head and not of: the heart. 
would be: perfect, we must observe the law.of justice and love inthe: 


Brethren, if we 


smaller things, while the W eightier matters are not neglected, 


Reject; nealect not 


1e 


Miserable ones, receive 
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